Good morning and welcome to the Volpe Center. I am Ned Keeler, Acting Director, and  welcome you today to this experts’ workshop on “The Safety Characterization of Future Plastic and Composite Intensive Vehicles (PCIV)”.  The Volpe Center is proud to have provided technical support to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) for many years on a broad range of vehicle safety topics, and look forward to continuing this productive partnership. 

I wish to acknowledge the presence of our NHTSA sponsors (Steve Summers and Sanjay Patel), our distinguished federal colleagues from the Department of Energy, our industry partners on this project from the American Chemistry Council- Plastics Division, and all of your contributions to the safety of next generation vehicles. We thank our distinguished speakers, panel moderators and experts from Academia, industry and nonprofits for sharing your insights with us today. 

I now turn the floor to Steve Summers for the NHTSA Welcome.

